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   It certainly is challenging to keep 

up with the dizzying one-step for-

ward, two-steps backward routine of 

capital punishment reform and abo-

lition efforts.  

   The executions once scheduled to 

resume in Ohio beginning on May 

10th are currently rescheduled for 

July 26th, as of May 1st. The last 

stay was issued by Magistrate Judge 

Michael Merz in January to allow the 

courts to come to a decision on the 

challenge to the state’s controver-

sial means and method of execution 

filed by several death row inmates. 

The Court of Appeals for the Sixth 

Circuit ruled in favor of the plaintiffs 

and will not allow the state to use 

the “problematic” drugs employed in 

botched executions conducted in 

Alabama, Arizona, Ohio and Oklaho-

ma. However, that decision was 

made by a three-judge panel, not 

the full court. The panel decision 

has now been challenged and so 

must be heard by the full court of 

judges on June 14th. Given the posi-

tions of the additional three judges, 

it is pretty likely that the ruling will 

not stand and Ohio will get the go-

ahead to resume executions using 

the proposed drug cocktail that in-

cludes the controversial sedative 

midazolam. 

   In other news, companion bills 

have been introduced in both the 

Ohio House and Senate to exempt 

persons with serious mental illness 

at the time they committed murder 

from execution. Testimony for and 

against HB 81 and SB 40 is current-

ly being heard by the respective judi-

ciary committees. The original bill 

limiting sentences for persons with 

severe mental illness, SB 162 was 

passed by the judiciary committee 

during the last legislative session, 

but did not proceed any further.  

  In an executive order signed Janu-

ary 25, President Trump called for 

increased immigration enforcement. 

Instead of spending its time, energy 

and resources to find those who are 

committing serious crimes, Immigra-

tions and Customs Enforcement 

(ICE) has been detaining our neigh-

bors and friends. Even DACA recipi-

ents, those who are legally protect-

ed from deportation, are at ask. 

  DACA recipient Daniel Ramirez Me-

dina, 24, was detained in Washing-

ton after agents thought he had a 

gang tattoo. In Mississippi, Dany 

Vargas, 22, was detained because 

she didn’t have enough money to 

renew her DACA on time. Juan Mon-

tes, 23, was deported from Califor-

nia because he didn’t have his DACA 

identification card with him. 

  Washington Post reports ICE arrest-

ed and detained 21,362 people be-

tween January and March of this 

year. That’s up 32.6% from the 

same period last year. More im-

portantly, detentions of those who 

do not have criminal records has 

doubled compared to the same peri-

od from 2016. To meet the call for 

increased enforcement, ICE has 

gained more latitude in defining who 

is classified as a criminal. 

  Locally, in April a mother with no 

criminal record was taken away 

from the communi-

ty. Maribel Trujillo 

Diaz from Fairfield 

was deported in 

April after 15 years 

of working, paying 

taxes, volunteering 

and taking care of 

her of 4 US born 

children. 

  Thank you to those 

who were able to rally with IJPC to 

oppose Maribel’s deportation. We 

won the attention of Ohio’s Senators 

Portman and Brown as well as Gov-

ernor Kasich. Sadly, people like 

Maribel are going to continue to be 

deported unless we win comprehen-

sive immigration reform. Join us as 

we continue the fight for justice.  

   Join IJPC May 24th to watch Front-

line's investigation “Immigration Bat-

tle” explaining how the 2013 bi-

partisan legislation for immigra-

tion reform failed. Discussion to fol-

low. More info on our website. 

Ohio Death Penalty Protocol Still Unsettled 

Issues 
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New Immigration Policies Threaten the Vulnerable 

Advocates stand outside of Senator Portman’s office in Cincinnati 

during an evening prayer vigil for Maribel Trujillo Diaz 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/immigration-arrests-of-noncriminals-double-under-trump/2017/04/16/98a2f1e2-2096-11e7-be2a-3a1fb24d4671_story.html
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A Letter from Allison Reynolds-Berry 
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   I was sitting at home when I heard that our government 

had dropped 59 Tomahawk missiles in Syria. Our staff was 

off site at a meeting together when we learned Maribel Tru-

jillo-Diaz’s appeal to stay in the US was denied. In the IJPC 

office, I learned about Arkansas’s plan to execute 8 men in 

10 days in April before their lethal injection drugs expired. 

When I hear disturbing news like this, I turn to those around 

me in hopes that someone will share in my frustration, will say a prayer, 

will give me more context, and will join me in taking action to address an 

injustice.  

   We do this work in community because community matters. It matters 

to know that there is someone (or many people!) out there who share in 

our values, who seek a peaceful resolution to conflict, who believe mercy 

should be granted, who value human life, and who want to join together 

to build the beloved community.   

   We love hearing from you, letting us know what you appreciate and the 

ways you challenge us, to remind us of the broader community working 

for peace and justice. Fill out the back page of the newsletter to help us 

know you better. We have increased our emails lately as we work to keep 

you informed on the issues we all care about and provide opportunities 

to take action. At the end of January, Samantha Searls joined the IJPC 

team as the program manager for immigration and human trafficking. 

Having Samantha on board increases our capacity to more fully engage 

in advocacy and provide opportunities to learn more. If you haven’t yet, I 

hope you meet Samantha soon, and continue to join IJPC as we all work 

to keep our values at the forefront while reading the news, calling our 

elected officials, voting with our consciences, and advocating for peace. 

Upcoming Events Legislative Corner 

5/17: Peace Committee Meeting 

      The committee will be reading  

      George Lakoff’s book “Don’t  

      Think of an Elephant”  

5/20 & 5/21: YES Stories at 

MUSE's Spring Concert  

      Tickets and more information 

      on our website 

5/24: IJPC Movie Night: Compre-

hensive Immigration Reform 

6/13: Death Penalty Committee  

      Meeting 

SAVE THE DATE:  IJPC to host 

peace advocate and nominee of 

Nobel Peace Prize, John Dear on 

September 20th. More information 

to come.  

Human Trafficking: 

S. 104 & H.R. 459: Trafficking  

Survivors Relief Act of 2017 

 National bipartisan initiative to 

allow survivors of human traf-

ficking to clear federal criminal 

charges from their records. 

 

Death Penalty: 

H.B. 81 & S.B. 40: Prohibit death 

sentence if have serious mental  

Illness 

Ohio bipartisan legislation to  

remove death penalty as an  

option for those diagnosed with 

5 major mental illnesses . 

mailto:info@IJPCcincinnati.org?subject=General
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   The proposed increase in military 

spending is of great concern to 

many Americans. The United States 

already allocates more revenue on 

its military budget than any other 

country. Based on research done by 

the Stockholm International Peace 

Research Institute (SIPRI) in 2015, 

our country spent $567 billion on 

defense while the next seven high-

est spending countries combined 

spent only $596 billion. That in-

cludes the military budgets of China, 

Saudi Arabia, Russia, United King-

dom, India, France and Japan re-

spectively. The military dominance 

of the US is unquestionable current-

ly. What might our country do with 

that an additional 54 billion? 

   Would more soldiers, tanks, bomb-

ers, drones and munitions be stock-

piled for our safety just in case we 

should be attacked? Not likely. As 

we have seen when 59 Tomahawk 

cruise missiles were dropped on Syr-

ia on April 6th and the “Mother Of All 

Bombs,” the most powerful and de-

structive non-nuclear bomb there is 

was unleashed upon Afghanistan on 

April 13th, the US is ready and will-

ing to flex its military muscles re-

gardless of direct provocation. In 

both of these cases, the US has no 

qualms about violating national and 

global law that do not authorize 

these actions. The U.N. Charter dic-

tates that it is only legal to go to war 

in self-defense or with Security 

Council approval, and our own Con-

gress was not even given the oppor-

tunity to consider and vote on either 

action. War and violence have prov-

en to be an ineffective strategy to-

wards making the world more 

peaceful and just, but rather than 

acknowledge that truth and invest in 

nonviolent security strategies, we 

continue to pile on the bomb power. 

   Funding the industrial military 

complex comes at a steep price. 

From perpetuating a warmongering 

belief of America to militarizing our 

police, prisons, and immigration sys-

tems, this hefty Pentagon increase 

weakens our country by depriving 

our own citizens of basic needs. The 

additional 54 billion will be generat-

ed by slashing several government 

departments (Environmental Protec-

tion Agency, Health & Human Ser-

vices and Education, among others) 

that support those most in need and 

providing opportunities and protec-

tions for everybody. 

   Thankfully, the budget must be 

approved by Congress. Most experts 

assure that the budget will not pass 

as proposed. The question for us all 

is, “What kind of life do we want to 

live as Americans and as global citi-

zens, and how do we fund it?” Make 

sure to share your views with your 

elected officials!  

What Future Are We Funding?  

Above: Hazel, Ruth and Nancy present their 

campaign that their small group worked on 

during our Nonviolent Direct Action training on 

April 30th.  

 

Left:  Members of Team IJPC pose before the 

5K on Flying Pig Weekend (May 6th &  7th). 

Team IJPC raised more than $13,000. Many 

thanks to our runners, sponsors and individual 

donors! 

IJPC Around Town 

Above: More than 200 people joined on Good Friday for the Way of the Cross for Justice. 

This public witness was planned in conjunction with several faith-based groups.  

https://www.sipri.org/databases/milex


 

 4 

 

Nonprofit 

Organization 

US Postage 

Paid 

Cincinnati, OH 

#4959 

Help us to reduce our paper consumption.  

Contact: info@IJPCcincinnati.org to join our e-mail list to receive this newsletter online instead. 

215 E 14th Street 

Cincinnati, OH 45202 

    In true spring cleaning mode, we are eager to reach out to our friends, 

donors, and constituents to make sure that we are able to be the best 

resource for you as possible.  

 Answer the questions below by checking in the white boxes 

 Cut off this page  

 Fill out your contact information on the enclosed envelope 

 Mail it back to us and we’ll update our database with your preferences 

Take 5 Minutes to Tell Us What You Need 


 

 Paper  Online  

 Quarterly Annually  Quarterly Annually Monthly As often 

as needed 

Full Newsletter        

Annual Report        

Events        

Action        

Volunteer  

Opportunity 

       

Giving  

Opportunity 

       

Forms of Communication:  

I would like to receive communica-

tion (check all that apply):  

 Via snail mail 

 Via email 

 Via text message (for demon-

strations/rallies) - please make 

sure to write down your cell 

phone number on the envelope 

Areas of Interest: 

IJPC’s focus is on 4 key issue are-

as. I am interested in the following: 

 Death Penalty 

 Human Trafficking 

 Immigration 

 Peace and Nonviolence 

 

Opt Out Entirely:  

 I would no longer like to receive 

any type of communication from 

IJPC.  
 

Thanks for your feedback! If you 

have any questions, contact Mel 

at mel@IJPCcincinnati.org.  
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