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   Executions have started again in 

Ohio and we are set to become 

the execution capital of the Mid-

west, maybe even the country. 

We’re in the business of killing 

people again. But after not having 

an execution in more than 3 

years, why now? 

How Did We Get Here? 

 Ohio has not executed anybody 

since Dennis McGuire’s botched 

execution in January 2014. 

McGuire’s execution was the 

first for Ohio to test out a new 

combination of drugs.  

 After the execution, US District 

Judge Gregory Frost issued a 

temporary moratorium to allow 

a new injection protocol to be 

adopted and implemented.  

 In the last 3.5 years, 9 states 

carried out 94 executions.  

 In April 2014, the Joint Task 

Force Commission released a 

report that made 56 recommen-

dations to Ohio’s capital punish-

ment system. They found in 93% 

of the cases, Ohio’s death pen-

alty was enacted unfairly or un-

justly.  

 Since January 2014, the mora-

torium has been officially ex-

tended as well as unofficially 

extended due to inability to ac-

cess the drugs required for le-

thal injection.  

 On June 28th, the full Sixth Cir-

cuit Court of Appeals overturned 

a previous decision and ruled in 

favor of the state with an 8-6 

vote in a case from the inmates 

about the constitutionality of the 

drugs.  

 With this ruling, the state was 

given the go-ahead to resume 

executions beginning with that 

of Ronald Phillips on July 26th. 

The approved death injection 

cocktail includes the drugs mid-

azolam, which puts the inmate 

to sleep; rocuronium bromide, 

which paralyzes the inmate; and 

potassium chloride, which stops 

the heart. 

 During the month after the rul-

ing, IJPC and partners across 

the state mobilized constituents 

to contact Governor John Kasich 

to stay the execution.  
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   At our immigration reform movie 

night this past May, we learned 

about the complex political fac-

tors that led to the collapse of the 

2013 bipartisan legislation for 

comprehensive immigration re-

form. It is clear that we are no 

longer in the collaborative biparti-

san spirit of 2013, so the ques-

tion emerges: do we sit and wait 

until Congress wants to act or do 

we take action now? 

   IJPC’s immigration program has 

shifted in the past few months to 

focus on creating strong advo-

cates to support the call for com-

prehensive immigration reform. 

IJPC’s Immigration Committee has 

rebranded itself to become the 

Immigration Learning Community. 

The Immigration Learning Com-

munity will provide opportunities 

for existing advocates to share 

their knowledge and passion and 

provide opportunities for the wid-

er community to join IJPC as we 

learn about each of the complex 

issues of our immigration system. 

All are invited Tuesday, August 15 

at 6pm to come to the Immigra-

tion Learning Community meeting 

and discuss the hurdles to assist-

ing minors who immigrate to the 

US unaccompanied. 

   This summer we have had sev-

eral groups from St. Vincent De 

Paul’s Ozanam Center for Service 

Learning visit the office to learn 

about immigration. The approxi-

mately 60 high school students  
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8/15: Immigration Learning Com-

munity: Unaccompanied Minors 

Discussion (at IJPC, 6:00pm) 

8/17: Immigrant Dignity Coalition: 

Learn how to give Know Your 

Rights presentations to your com-

munity (at Catholic Charities, 

6:30pm) 

8/24: YES Meeting (at IJPC, 

6:00pm) 

9/13: Scheduled Execution of 

Gary Otte 

9/20: Pursuing Peace in Cincin-

nati (at Seton High School, 7:00 

pm) 

10/18: Scheduled Execution of 

Raymond Tibbetts 
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   The only constant is change. I believe that now 

more than ever.  

   During the first conversation I had with Sr. Alice 

after starting as the new director of IJPC more than 

2.5 years ago, she walked me through, step by step, 

how IJPC responds to an execution and how to facili-

tate a vigil on site at Lucasville. For more than 3 

years we followed and advocated for change during the moratorium, 

stays of execution, and court battles. We sought temporary and per-

manent solutions. We made plans for vigils we hoped we’d never 

have to enact. July 26, 2017 marked a change in Ohio that I never 

wanted to see – executions resumed and we killed Ronald Phillips. I 

say ‘we’ intentionally because we, as taxpayers, are all responsible.  

   As President Donald Trump took office he pledged to change Presi-

dent Obama’s executive orders in his first 100 days and get rid of the 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. In June Trump 

said he would keep DACA in place and we all breathed a sigh of re-

lief. Now, DACA is under attack again and our young people in the 

Youth Educating Society (YES) program are already organizing to pro-

tect themselves, their families, and their friends from unnecessary 

deportation. 

   These changes are ones we respond to. Though it seems like we 

need to keep one eye on the news at all times, the other is always 

looking ahead to proactively create the world we want to see. That is 

change I am proud to be part of. That’s why this fall we’re going to be 

launching the Nonviolent Cincinnati Initiative and asking everyone in 

the Greater Cincinnati area (that includes you too, Northern Ken-

tucky!) to join us in envisioning a nonviolent community. We are excit-

ed for our Pursuing Peace in Cincinnati event on September 20, 

2017 when John Dear will speak to us about his work for nonviolent 

change and share his experience – and as a nominee for the Nobel 

Peace Prize from Archbishop Desmond Tutu, I’m sure he’ll have a lot 

to offer!  

   Though there are changes I’d rather not have to recognize, I know 

that change is what we’re advocating for. And change starts with you 

and me. Are you ready to make it happen? 

Upcoming Events 

mailto:info@IJPCcincinnati.org?subject=General
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In a press conference, coordinat-

ed by Ohioans to Stop Executions 

and attended by several partners, 

held on July 19th at the Ohio Capi-

tol, many issues and facets of the 

current death penalty system 

were amplified.  

Exoneree Perspective: Kwame 

Ajamu spent 30 years on death 

row for a crime he didn’t commit. 

He was freed only after the co-

erced and damning testimony of 

what was then a 12-year-old child 

was recanted.  

Murder Victim Family Member: 

Melinda Elkins Dawson lost her 

mother to a murder that her then-

husband was convicted but inno-

cent of. As murder victim family 

members, she nor her children 

received any support for the trau-

ma and loss they were experienc-

ing. She petitioned the court not 

to pursue a death penalty for the 

real killer because of the addition-

al suffering the years of legal pro-

cedures would cause. Ending a 

case with a life conviction allowed 

Melinda and her family to begin to 

heal.  

Corrections Staff: Former Warden 

Rex Zent spoke about the psycho-

logical stress and damage it caus-

es prison staff who are committed 

to protecting the safety of others 

when they then have to partici-

pate in a killing-legalized or not. 

Suicide and substance abuse 

among them are not uncommon.  

Faith Perspective: Jim Tobin from 

Ohio Catholic Conference read a 

statement from Archbishop 

Schnur advocating officials to 

heed the call to mercy.  

Speakers highlighted the millions 

and millions of dollars that are 

syphoned away for something 

that does not make society safer, 

does not deter violence, violates 

the beliefs of 

faith tradi-

tions of the 

vast majority 

of Americans, 

and does not 

help murder 

victim family 

members heal 

by many ac-

counts. 

   Through this 

press confer-

ence and en-

couraged by 

state part-

ners, we are confident that our 

state legislature is aware of the 

large amount of people opposed 

to the death penalty in Ohio. In 

the past month, 100,000 people 

signed petitions to Governor 

Kasich, 200+ faith leaders voiced 

concern and opposition to execu-

tions resuming, and 17 former 

corrections officials told Governor 

Kasich not to resume executions. 

However, even with the outcry 

and international attention, our 

state still chose to execute 

Ronald Philips on July 26th, 2017. 

   IJPC held a vigil the night before 

the execution at Mt. Auburn Pres-

byterian Church where more than 

30 people gathered to pray for 

Sheila Marie Evans, the little girl 

who was killed, and for Ronald 

Phillips, and their families. The 

crime was a terrible one, and we 

hope the family of Sheila Marie 

can find peace in the midst of this 

tragedy. We also know that 

Ronald is more than the worst 

thing he’s done. We prayed for 

the many people who would play 

a role in his death, and for Gov. 

Kasich to have a change of heart. 

   In the early hours of Wednesday 

morning, 10 of us from Cincinnati 

gathered, with a news camera 

close behind, to pray before we 

carpooled to Lucasville where the 

execution would take place. 

There, at the Southern Ohio Cor-

rectional Facility, we were met by 

15 more abolitionists from across 

the state. 

   We held signs and lit candles. 

We watched as groups were lead 

into the death house to witness 

the execution, and prayed. Some 

stood with disbelief that this was 

happening. Some shed tears 

thinking not only of Ronald but of 

the 26 other executions sched-

uled for Ohio. We tolled the bell 

and each chime was heavy with 

the reality of another murder, an-

other family in pain at the loss of 

a loved one. Afterward, we 

watched his family load some of 

his belongings into a pickup truck. 

As the hearse pulled out of the 

gates, some who knew Ronald 

joined us as we sang ‘Amazing 

Grace’.  

   A flurry of media approached 

the group asking the same ques-

tions, “Why are you here?” and 

“Why is Ohio resuming executions 

now?” We know how we got here. 

And we’ll give everything we’ve 

got to make sure we don’t have to 

be here again for 26 more.  

As we have done for 53 times before, IJPC coordinated a vigil at  

Lucasville for Ronald Phillips’ execution 

http://www.IJPCcincinnati.org
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What is Nonviolent Cincinnati?  

   Pursuing Peace in Cincinnati, on 

September 20th during Pace e 

Bene’s week of nonviolent action. 

There will be over 600 actions 

across the globe during that week 

by activists who know nonviolence 

is possible. For us, Pursuing 

Peace is a kick-off event to a 

much larger movement – Nonvio-

lent Cincinnati. For the last three 

years, IJPC has co-sponsored the 

World Peace Festival, where we 

lifted up and celebrated the diver-

sity within our community and the 

successes of peacebuilding 

among us. The time is right to 

take the active pursuit of peace in 

Cincinnati to the next level and 

the Nonviolent Cities Project is 

the way we think we can get 

there. This is a national initiative, 

spearheaded by Pace e Bene, 

which calls upon activists, politi-

cal and religious leaders, and or-

dinary citizens to promote a non-

violent society. 

   Transforming into a peaceful 

city may seem a daunting chal-

lenge, but it is not a pipe dream. 

As Margaret Mead reminds us, a 

small group of thoughtful commit-

ted people can change the world. 

We propose starting with Cincin-

nati! While Carbondale, IL was the 

first to pilot Pace e Bene’s 

“Nonviolent Cities” initiative, con-

versations and planning have 

spread across the country and 

Pace e Bene is in touch with activ-

ists in Fresno and Morro Bay, Cali-

fornia; Owensboro, KY; Cincinnati, 

OH; Raleigh, NC; Memphis, TN; 

Lancaster, PA; Minneapolis/St. 

Paul, MN; Chicago, IL. Each city is 

using this organizing tool as a way 

to bring people together, teach 

nonviolence, and organize for a 

new culture of nonviolence. 

   

Nonviolent Cincinnati is a grass-

roots movement that calls for the 

end of violence in all forms. It will 

be important to recognize just 

how violent our city has become; 

to raise to a conscious level the 

pervasiveness and catastrophic 

effect it is having on our commu-

nity. We will awaken our capacity 

to imagine a different Cincinnati 

and develop a common vision 

that we can begin to work to-

wards.  

   History proves that nonviolence 

works and is the only strategy that 

creates lasting peaceful change. 

The most effective social move-

ments start at the grassroots, and 

our first step is to create a coali-

tion of diverse individuals with 

unique backgrounds and talents, 

who also feel an urgent call to cre-

ate the change we want to see. 

The coalition will develop the 

strategy for change together. Our 

hope is to amplify the work that is 

already being done by incredible 

partners and bring organizations 

together under the mission and 

vision of a Nonviolent Cincinnati. 

Groups and individuals interested 

will be invited to an informational 

meeting in August from which a 

steering committee will emerge. If 

you are as excited about this un-

dertaking as we are, please con-

tact andrea@IJPCcincinnati.org.  

   If you visit Pace e Bene’s Nonvi-

olent Cities webpage you may find 

a large list of suggestions for how 

to approach this project. Peace is 

defined in many different ways 

and our Nonviolent Cincinnati ini-

tiative will decide on its own how 

to realize peace in Cincinnati. We 

know this vision can seem over-

whelming but we also know we 

can accomplish it with dedicated 

community members at the table. 

mailto:andrea@IJPCcincinnati.org
http://www.paceebene.org/programs/campaign-nonviolence/the-nonviolent-cities-project/
http://www.paceebene.org/programs/campaign-nonviolence/the-nonviolent-cities-project/
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Continued from page 1 

learned basic immigration con-

cepts (what is a refugee, a visa, 

what does DACA stand for), heard 

from one of our YES speakers to 

give a personal face to the compli-

cated subject of immigration, and 

played a board game simulating 

the many hurdles immigrants go 

through to immigrate to the Unit-

ed States. IJPC is increasing our 

efforts to provide these educa-

tional opportunities  

for young people, so if you are in-

terested in having us speak to 

your group, contact saman-

tha@IJPCcincinnati.org or call the 

office. 

   Our YES program has added 7 

new advisory board members, 

rounding out a team of 11 to lead 

and direct our growing group of 

high school and college-aged im-

migrants, refugees, and allies. 

During the 16-17 school year, YES 

members learned about their 

rights as activists, lobbying, nonvi-

olent direct action, public speak-

ing and storytelling. With renewed 

calls from 10 state attorney gen-

erals to end the DACA program, 

YES is gearing up to come togeth-

er and lead the movement to save 

DACA and pass the newly intro-

duced Dream Act. YES’ first meet-

ing of the 17-18 school year will 

be Thursday, August 24 at 6pm 

for high school and college aged 

young adults only. 

   The Immigrant Dignity Coalition 

of Cincinnati has been busy these 

past few months addressing the 

issues of bullying and harass-

ment, detentions and deporta-

tions, Know Your Rights, and local 

law enforcement policies. On July 

16, more than 30 immi-

grants and 45 allies gath-

ered together at the Clifton 

Mosque to brainstorm 

ways to ensure the voices 

of grassroots immigrant 

leaders are at the forefront 

of the Coalition’s work. The 

Immigrant Dignity Coalition 

has 23 organizations, faith 

groups, schools, colleges 

and universities working 

together for the dignity and basic 

human rights of all people. To add 

your organization as a member or 

to sign up for an occasional Immi-

grant Dignity Report email with 

the latest news, events, trainings, 

meetings and action alerts con-

tact ImmigrantDignityCoali-

tion@gmail.com. You can also join 

the Coalition’s Facebook Group at 

www.facebook.com/groups/

ImmigrantDignityCoalition.  

   Comprehensive immigration re-

form is the only way forward. If we 

focus on building and strengthen-

ing our voices, we will win.  

   The U.S. Department of State 

recently released the Trafficking 

in Persons Report of 2017 (TIP 

Report). This report places coun-

tries into three tiers based on 

their ability to “prevent trafficking, 

protect victims, and punish traf-

fickers.” As the tiers increase, the 

ability of a country to respond to 

human trafficking in an appropri-

ate manner decrease. The United 

States was placed in tier one due 

to the continued efforts being 

made to prevent human traffick-

ing in all forms. The funding for 

survivor-relief services has contin-

ued to increase, as have investi-

gative efforts being made by law 

enforcement agencies.  

   The TIP Report also included a 

list of failures the US has when it 

comes to ending human traffick-

ing. The highlighted failures are: 

many trafficking survivors are con-

victed of crimes they were forced 

to commit, inadequate funding for 

services for trafficking victims and 

survivors, and abundant dispari-

ties in federal prosecution efforts.  

   Although the highlighted failures 

for the US are great points of ref-

erence, not every country was 

granted as much of a fair review. 

A major critique of the TIP Report 

is that the absence of a neutral 

party to perform the review re-

sults in biased conclusions. Thai-

land, for instance, has made sig-

nificant progress in terms of their 

response to human trafficking, 

but they are categorized in tier 

three. While Thailand remains in 

tier three, Malaysia upgraded to 

tier two, despite their failure to 

respond to trafficking appropriate-

ly.  The TIP Report is an imperfect 

tool that provides the U.S. with 

great feedback, but unfortunately 

leaves other countries struggling 

to improve their ranking despite 

progress being made.  

   To see the full report, visit the 

US State Department’s website. 

What Does the ‘Trafficking in Persons’ Report Mean? 

YES Advisory Board Members are excited for this  

upcoming year of programming.  

215 East 14th Street • Cincinnati, OH 45202 

mailto:samantha@IJPCcincinnati.org
mailto:samantha@IJPCcincinnati.org
mailto:ImmigrantDignityCoalition@gmail.com
mailto:ImmigrantDignityCoalition@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/ImmigrantDignityCoalition
http://www.facebook.com/groups/ImmigrantDignityCoalition
https://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/
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   IJPC’s Rethinking Racism initia-

tive is still going strong. For the 

past year and a half, we have 

hosted open-space gatherings 

across the city of Cincinnati, creat-

ing space for challenging but hon-

est sharing around this critical is-

sue. We received lots of positive 

feedback from many of the hun-

dreds of people who have partici-

pated in the programs. 

   Starting in February, we began 

taking Rethinking Racism in a 

new direction to reach individuals 

who are looking for educational 

input and/or are ready to move 

from discussion to action. 

   We began by inviting Rev. Troy 

Jackson and Elizabeth Hopkins of 

AMOS to do an overview of racism 

in Cincinnati. There is a general 

misconception that once African 

Americans crossed the Ohio River, 

they were free and clear of the 

discrimination and criminalization 

they were trying to escape in the 

slave states. Troy shared that that 

was not at all the case. There 

were laws and policies on the 

books that kept people in a state 

of fear and vulnerable to arrest 

and abuse soon after arrival. He 

then mapped out the direct line of 

systematic racism from that time 

up to the present. Without under-

standing our racial history, it is 

easy to deny or dismiss our cur-

rent racist reality. 

   Elizabeth then shared a person-

al experience of growing up in to-

day’s society as a bi-racial person, 

being ostracized by both races, 

and struggling to find her identity 

with either. She explained how 

heavy it is to carry the genes of 

both the oppressor and the op-

pressed in her body. 

   As the issue of discriminatory 

housing policies surfaced, Re-

thinking Racism took a closer look 

into contemporary Cincinnati by 

focusing on gentrification of Over-

the-Rhine in the second session 

of this series. Hosted at DePaul 

Cristo Rey High School, partici-

pants watched the short docu-

mentary, Good White People, 

heard from the young people of 

the Pealsee Neighborhood Cen-

ter’s Agents of Change who are 

fighting to keep their neighbor-

hood basketball court, and took 

part in an simulation. Jenn Arens, 

of Peaslee Neighborhood Center, 

demonstrated the loss of afforda-

ble housing as a result of develop-

ment. Audience members were 

asked to listen throughout the 

evening for themes of values ex-

pressed, the dynamics of power, 

and new information. 

   The last Pro-Action Café was 

again held at DePaul Cristo Rey 

High School on August 2nd. Sr. 

Barbara Busch from Working in 

Neighborhoods shared the inclu-

sive plans they are making for the 

South Cumminsville Neighbor-

hood. Residents are an integral 

part of the development commit-

tee mapping out the improve-

ments and changes they want to 

see made to revitalize but not 

gentrify their neighborhood. Mary 

Knauff-Delaney from Community 

Matters in Lower Price Hill ex-

plained the process they are using 

to develop that neighborhood with 

and for the people who already 

live there. Bonnie Neumeier pro-

vided information about the cur-

rent city planning policies, and 

what is needed to protect neigh-

borhoods from becoming gentri-

fied and displacing the people 

originally living there. After the 

presentations, participants were 

able to self-select discussion 

groups and find out how to get 

engaged in making Cincinnati a 

place where our economically di-

verse population can find a home.  

18 Months of Rethinking Racism 

Interns and Volunteers Build Capacity for Peace and Justice Work 

   Our partnerships with local universities and volunteer pro-

grams have continued and grown. We were a site for place-

ment for summer interns through programs at Xavier Univer-

sity and Mount Saint Joseph University.  

   This fall, IJPC is thrilled to be a site for a Miami Over-the-

Rhine Residency Program student as well as a site for a full 

time volunteer through the Mercy Volunteer Corps! Thanks 

to the Mercy Health Foundation for your assistance in spon-

soring Cincinnati Mercy Volunteer Members. We look  

forward to investing in these young leaders!  
Staff and summer interns participated in a  

Compassionate Communication Training in July 2017 

 

www.IJPCcincinnati.org • 513.579.8547 
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   IJPC is thrilled to officially an-

nounce details about our Pursu-

ing Peace in Cincinnati event on 

September 20, 2017. This event 

will serve multiple purposes. It will 

be a kick off for the Nonviolent 

Cincinnati initiative (read page 4 

for more information about that!). 

It will serve as our annual meeting 

and as a celebration of peace, in 

lieu of the World Peace Festival.  

We are pleased to honor two local 

peace activists with the Margaret 

Fuller Peace Award and the inau-

gural Bob Maxwell Peace Builder 

Award. We also are pleased to 

host John Dear, an internationally 

known voice for peace and nonvi-

olence. A long time activist, popu-

lar lecturer, and movement organ-

izer, John is the author of 35 

books and hundreds of articles, 

including “Living Peace,” “Jesus 

the Rebel,” and “The Nonviolent 

Life.” He was recently nominated 

for the Nobel Peace Prize by Arch-

bishop Desmond Tutu.  

   Pursuing Peace in Cincinnati will 

be held on September 20, from 7 

- 9 PM at Seton High School 

(3901 Glenway Ave, 45205). Tick-

ets for the event will be offered at 

$15/adult and $5/students. Bulk 

ticket pricing for adult tickets are 

available as well as block tickets 

for students by calling 

513.579.8547 or emailing 

mel@IJPCcincinnati.org. If cost of 

tickets is a hardship but you still 

want to attend, please contact our 

office. Tickets are available now 

at the office or online. For more 

information about John Dear, the 

night, Nonviolent Cincinnati and 

purchasing tickets, visit IJPCcin-

cinnati.org/pp.  

   Thanks to our many supporters 

for the event. See the full list on 

our website!  

Event Details: Pursuing Peace in Cincinnati 

John Dear will be the keynote speaker 

of Pursuing Peace in Cincinnati 

mailto:info@IJPCcincinnati.org?subject=General
mailto:mel@IJPCcincinnati.org
IJPCcincinnati.org/pp
IJPCcincinnati.org/pp

