
 

 

   Pursuing Peace in Cincinnati acted 

as a launch for what started as 

Nonviolent Cincinnati - an initiative 

inspired by Pace e Bene’s 

Nonviolent Cities campaign. The 

next afternoon, thirty community 

members gathered to begin building 

a framework for the movement. 

   Over the course of several 

meetings, changes occurred. 

Nonviolent Cincinnati was renamed 

the Nonviolence Alliance of Greater 

Cincinnati to be inclusive of our 

members in Northern Kentucky and 

to reflect our relationship as allies in 

the pursuit of a peaceful 

community. The group developed a 

mission statement: To imagine 

practice and promote a Nonviolent 

Greater Cincinnati by working 

toward solidarity with individuals 

and organizations to dismantle 

structures of violence.  

   There are many regional 

organizations addressing societal 

concerns such as homelessness, 

gun violence, and domestic abuse. 

The Alliance does not aim to 

replicate work, but to bring 

stakeholders together to articulate a 

shared vision of a transformed 

community.  

   What is unique about the 

Nonviolence Alliance is its potential 

to unify and lift up this shared 

vision, to elevate public awareness 

of the pervasive and devastating 

effects that the culture of violence 

has on individuals and on our 

community as a whole. We have 

the potential to awaken the 

imagination, inject hopeful 

confidence that what can be 

imagined can be achieved, and 

provide opportunities to learn a new 

Nonviolent approach to solving our 

social ills. Through the Nonviolence 

Alliance, we can provide a platform 

for those who are most directly 

impacted by violence, as they have 

the most at stake. Through their 

narratives, we will learn.  

   In the coming weeks, the 

proposed structure and annual plan 

will be solidified, and we will begin 

to live into our mission. If you are 

interested in hearing more about 

the Nonviolence Alliance of Greater 

Cincinnati, a member would be 

happy to talk with you or your group. 

Please email the Alliance at 

nonviolenceagc@gmail.com.  
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   When pigs fly. It’s a phrase we use to refer to things that 

seem impossible. It’s a thought of frustration when facing a 

mountain of obstacles. That phrase could be tied to a lot of 

the work we do at IJPC. World peace? When pigs fly. End the 

death penalty? When pigs fly. Pass comprehensive 

immigration reform? When pigs fly.  

   We know that if we don’t have hope and dream big – 

nothing is going to change, even if it seems impossible now. We know 

that education about human trafficking and identifying red flags has 

helped Ohio to rank 4th in the number of phone calls to the National 

Human Trafficking Hotline. This does not mean that Ohio has the 

4th highest rate of trafficking, but that Ohioans stepped up and stepped 

in. Over 30% of the calls made to the hotline came from community 

members just like you. 

   During a recent screening of The Penalty at the University of Cincinnati, 

a law student shared about the recent murder of her brother. To the 

public defender sharing about his experience representing a death row 

inmate, she said, “Thank you for doing the work you do. I’m sure when 

the guy who killed my brother was little, he never imagined he would do 

something like this. I’m glad he has people like you on his side.” Through 

her tearful and powerful sharing, we felt the pain experience by every 

person affected by the death penalty. 

   Inspired from the Pursuing Peace in Cincinnati event, the Nonviolence 

Alliance of Greater Cincinnati has been forming to lift up the important 

anti-violence work already happening and commit to peace building in 

our community. 

   The work we do can sometimes seem insurmountable. But we’ve seen 

pigs fly each Spring during the Flying Pig Marathon. I hope you’ll consider 

joining our Flying Pig Team and ask your friends and family to support 

your efforts to reform systems and advocate for peace. We’ll continue to 

dream big because we know the tides are shifting and we know the 

power that’s possible when our voices combine.  

Upcoming Events 

2/11 Immigration: Strangers in the 

Land w/ YES Speakers (at University 

Christian Church, 12:30pm) 
 

2/13 Scheduled execution of 

Raymond Tibbetts  
 

2/17 Day of Training in Nonviolence 

(at Congregation of Divine 

Providence, 9:00am) 
 

2/20 IJPC Committee Against 

Human Trafficking (at Sisters of 

Notre Dame de Namur, 2:00pm) 
 

2/20 Immigration Learning 

Community: Detention Centers (at 

IJPC, 6:30pm) 
 

2/22 YES Meeting (at IJPC, 6:00pm) 
 

2/24 Love of Justice: YES Class of 

2018 (at Mt. Auburn Presbyterian 

Church, 9:00am) 
 

3/30 Way of the Cross for Justice  
 

4/11 Scheduled execution of 

William Montgomery  
 

5/5 & 5/6 Flying Pig —Run /Walk 

for Team IJPC. Contact 

mel@IJPCcincinnati.org for info. 

For more information on these dates, visit IJPCcincinnati.org/events 

mailto:info@IJPCcincinnati.org?subject=General
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/


 

 

   In late January, IJPC collaborated 

with Ohioans to Stop Executions 

(OTSE) to present a documentary 

called, “The Penalty”. The movie 

focuses on three different 

narratives. One of the narratives is 

from Ohio attorney Allen Bohnert.  

He defended Dennis McGuire, 

whose botched execution started a 

3 year moratorium in Ohio in 2014. 

Other stories featured include a 

victim’s family and a man who was 

wrongfully convicted and sentenced 

to death. Screenings were held at 

local college campuses, including 

The University of Cincinnati, Mount 

Saint Joseph University, and Xavier 

University. Screenings included a 

Q&A with one of the film’s directors, 

Will Francome.      

   Audiences engaged with the 

movie’s personal point of view, and 

not only learned, but felt the impact 

of the death penalty as a violation of 

human rights.   

   Events such as “The Penalty” aim 

to inform public opinion, and in the 

past few months, we 

have been able to track 

public opinion before and 

after each event. Attendees of these 

movie screenings and presentations 

on Critical Issues in Criminal Justice 

took an opinion poll before and after 

the event on their stance on the 

death penalty. Out of the people that 

indicated before the event that they 

either supported the death penalty 

or were unsure about their opinion, 

60% expressed, after the event, that 

their opinion had shifted to 

opposition of the death penalty. 

Despite the continuation of 

executions in the past couple of 

months, this is proof that through 

our education, Ohioans are 

becoming aware of the unjust reality 

of executions.   

   It is especially important to get the 

word out about the death penalty 

with the upcoming execution of 

Raymond Tibbetts, of Hamilton 

County. Scheduled to be executed 

on Tuesday, February 13th, Raymond 

Tibbetts’ case is directly associated 

with the current opioid crisis. During 

the years he has been on death row, 

he has been a model prisoner and 

serves as a Christian minister to his 

fellow prisoners. Please call 

Governor Kasich today and 

encourage him to commute the 

sentence of Raymond Tibbetts. IJPC 

will be hosting a local vigil on the 

eve of the execution on February 

12th, as well as a day of vigil on 

February 13th in Lucasville. For more 

information please contact Andrea 

at andrea@ijpccincinnati.org  

Changing Minds about the Penalty 

Samantha just celebrated her one 

year anniversary with IJPC. She 

shares how overseeing that Anti-

Human Trafficking program has 

shaped her knowledge. 

 
   Before I came 

to IJPC, I, like 

many people, 

thought human 

trafficking was a 

horrific crime 

that involved 

deals in dark 

rooms, shady 

characters and 

foreign lands. 

After a year of listening, learning 

and sharing, I understand now that 

not only does trafficking happen in 

Cincinnati, but we all have the 

power to end it. 

   The sisters who formed the anti-

human trafficking committee have 

shown me such wisdom, passion 

and dedication in their mission to 

educate others. They’ve welcomed 

me with open arms, allowing me to 

ask questions, share my ideas and 

suggest new things. We’ve been 

working together to incorporate 

more local stories into our 

presentation material and to expand 

our training team. If you’re 

interested in joining us, give me a 

call! 

   Working with other abolition 

groups in Cincinnati like End Slavery 

Cincinnati and the National 

Underground Railroad Freedom 

Center give me so much hope. 

Together, our three organizations 

will be able to reach more people 

and share more tools to end 

trafficking. 

   The most impactful experiences 

I’ve had though, so far, have been in 

the company of survivors of human 

trafficking. Listening to the stories of 

Harold and Dancy D’Souza, and 

those from Off the Streets have 

challenged me to bring more light 

into this work. Human trafficking is 

such a heavy topic, but keeping in 

mind the resilience and power of 

survivors should not be forgot. 

   I am still learning what it means to 

be an ally to survivors of trafficking. 

There is still much to learn, but I 

invite you all to journey with me.  

 
IJPCcincinnati.org  • 513.579.8547 

Program Manager Reflection: Samantha Searls 

Abe of OTSE, Andrea, and Derrick 

Jamison, OH Death Row exoneree at 

Mount St. Joseph University 

http://www.thepenaltyfilm.com/about/
http://action.otse.org/page/speakout/stop-the-execution-of-raymond-tibbetts
mailto:andrea@ijpccincinnati.org


 

 

   From 2016 to 2017, Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

arrests increased over 25%. Over 

143,000 individuals were taken 

from their children, spouses, jobs, 

and communities to be held in harsh 

jails and detention centers. The 

increase in arrests has exacerbated 

an already overwhelmed court 

system, leaving undocumented 

immigrants to live and wait in 

detention. Actual deportations were 

down almost 6% from 2016. 

   Attempts to arrest and deport 

more people have caused the 

Department of Homeland Security 

(DHS) to institute new policies, 

strategies and tactics to build what 

is essentially a mass deportation 

machine.  

   Prior to 2017, ICE operated a 

program called the Priority 

Enforcement Program, an initiative 

to prioritize ICE’s time and 

resources to locate and deport 

people who have committed violent 

crimes. The prioritization system is 

now gone, essentially making any 

person without papers a priority for 

deportation.  

   The law says ICE has to have a 

specific type of signed warrant in 

order to arrest and detain an 

undocumented immigrant. Multiple 

stories from the local immigrant 

community and from local 

advocates say ICE is not following 

procedure, asking anyone they 

come into contact with about their 

status. 

   In Northern Kentucky, more than 

50 immigrants were detained before 

Christmas. ICE reportedly showed a 

picture of someone they were 

looking for and used it as a ruse to 

arrest more people. 

   In Hamilton County, several 

immigrants have been detained 

after traffic stops. In most cases, an 

immigrant is charged with driving 

without a license and taken to the 

Hamilton County Justice Center to 

be identified. Once there, ICE is 

notified (even if the person doesn’t 

have an order of deportation) and 

held until they can be transferred 

into ICE custody. 

   The rights and dignity of our 

immigrant neighbors continue to be 

at risk. The Immigrant Dignity 

Coalition is forming a rapid response 

team to take action against local 

deportations. If you are interested in 

receiving more information about 

this team or to receive updates from 

the Immigrant Dignity Coalition, 

contact 
immigrantdignitycoalition@gmail.com 
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Recent Trends In Immigration Enforcement 
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