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Introduction 
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

“I have the audacity to believe that peoples everywhere can have three 
meals a day for their bodies, education and culture for their minds, and 
dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits.” Martin Luther King Jr. 

!
!

Slavery: The topic of slavery, often mentioned only in history books, is a major issue that 
still exists today. Known as human trafficking in today’s society, it exists in our world, 
country, state, and city. The business of human trafficking has grown into an estimated $32 
billion industry where mainly women and children are trafficked. Across the world there are 
estimated to be 27 million victims who are trafficked; however it is hard to pin point an exact 
number as many of these victims are kept secret. So who are these victims? From where do 
they come? What are the signs of human trafficking? How can we help?  !
The following presentation is designed to develop awareness and to take action among 
students, and hopefully eliminate this horrific evil.  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Goals of Presentation 
!
1. Define “human trafficking” and other important terms 

2. Identify different types of human trafficking  
!

3. Understand what conditions have contributed to the problem of human 
trafficking 

!
4. Learn about human traffickers and how they operate 
!
5. Know how to guard against becoming victims 
!
6. Recognize signs of human trafficking and report these to parents, educators, 

and law enforcement 
!
7.  Inspire students to take action and work to end human trafficking 
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Pre-test 
!
1. Name two places where human trafficking takes place.  
!
2. List four kinds of human trafficking. 
!
3. What kind of human trafficking is most common? 
!
4. What is the estimated number of persons trafficked in the US each year? 
!
5. What is one thing you might observe that could indicate that person is being 

trafficked? 
!
6. Are victims only foreigners? 
!
7. Are victims only women? 
!
8. What is another name for human trafficking? 
!
9. Name three reasons why human trafficking is flourishing. 
!
10. Name two reasons why human trafficking exists. 
!
11. Does legislation exist in the US regarding human trafficking? 
!
12. List something you can do to help stop human trafficking. 
!
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            Definitions 
!
!
!
!
What is human trafficking? 
Human trafficking is the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or 
obtaining of a person for labor or services through the use of force, fraud, or coercion 
for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, debt bondage, sex acts, sale of 
body organs, or slavery. 

Other definitions: 
Force: using violence to control someone; direct or indirect use of violence 
and/or threats to control another 
Fraud: using lies to control someone; intentionally distorting the truth to get 
someone to surrender a legal right or to give up something valuable 
Coercion: using threats to control someone, includes violence 

!
!
“I reaffirm here that the “trade in people” is a violent activity, a disgrace to 

our societies that claim to be civilized. Exploiters and clients at all levels 
should make a serious examination of conscience both in the first person 
and before God! Today the Church is renewing her urgent appeal that the 
dignity and centrality of every individual always be safeguarded, with 

respect for fundamental rights ...” Pope Francis  

                                                                                                                      Human Trafficking  !6



Types of 
Human Trafficking 

“For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, but to live in a way 
that enhances the freedom of others.” Nelson Mandela 

!
- forced labor 
- forced child labor 
- bonded labor 
- debt bondage 
- involuntary servitude 
- sex trafficking 
- child soldiers 
- sale of body parts 
!
Smuggling vs. Human Trafficking: 
Smuggling is the illegal movement of a person across a border with his or her consent; 
however, in human trafficking there is no consent given by the victim. Many people who are 
smuggled often are trafficked. 

Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking, as Defined by Federal Law: 
Occurs when someone under the age of 18 is trafficked for sex. A “commercial sex act” is 
the giving or receiving of anything of value (money, drugs, shelter, food, clothes, etc.) to any 
person in exchange for a sex act. For example: 

- prostitution 
- pornography 
- exotic dancing/stripping 

Child Trafficking: 
Children who are victims of human trafficking are usually used for commercial use. On 
average there are about 100,000 children trafficked each year who are under the age of 
twelve. Child victims can experience effects from trafficking the rest of their lives. 
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Victims 
!
Who? 
Many people who lack financial stability are likely to become victims; however, 
human trafficking does include a vast demographic of victims: men and women, 
adults and children, educated and uneducated people, foreigners and natives, 
undocumented and documented immigrants. Anyone can become a victim.  

Reasons for Becoming Victims: 
Victims of human trafficking usually show vulnerability to their perpetrators. Some of 
these vulnerabilities include: poverty, illiteracy, unstable/abusive family life, 
unemployment, corruption in government, unstable economy, violent conflicts/wars, 
health epidemics, natural disasters, high demand for services, and 
lack of rights. 
!
!
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Human Traffickers and 
How They Operate 

What Human Traffickers Look For: 
Human traffickers search for people who show vulnerabilities that will allow them to control 
the future victims. The most common vulnerabilities include runaways, dependency on 
drugs, homelessness, and undocumented status.  

Where Human Traffickers Operate: 
- on telephone chat lines, in chat rooms 
- in clubs 
- on the streets 
- in homes 
- on social media 
- at shopping malls 
- on dates 
- in schools and during programs afterwards 
!
Who are Human Traffickers? 
- men and women of all ages 
- family members and friends 
- people of any ethnicity 
- people of any financial background 

!
“The threat of modern slavery looms most prominently over those who have 
already suffered poverty, abuse, dejection … Respond with vigilance to the 
violence of human trafficking with an openness to receive and encounter 

God’s enslaved children, just as Christ received and freed each of us.” 
Katharine Jefferts Schori, Bishop, Episcopal Church 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Reasons and Purposes Why 
Human Trafficking 

Exists and Flourishes 
!
!
Reasons: 
!
• Greed: Human traffickers make millions of dollars in this industry. Human trafficking is 

the second largest business in the world. 
•Power: Human traffickers enjoy having a sense of power and authority over their victims. 
•Control: Similar to having power, human traffickers are able to control the lives of their 

victims through verbal and physical abuse.  
•Lust: Human trafficking is driven by the desires of customers. Usually victims are used 

for men in war, at conventions, and at large sporting events such as the Super Bowl or 
World Cup. 

•Demand: The market of human trafficking is guided by the desire for cheap labor 
and sex. 

•Invisibility: Many victims of human trafficking are “invisible” to the world, meaning 
that their disappearance will not be noticed by the general public. 

•Availability: Especially in the United States, infrastructure such as highways make it 
easier to transport victims across state and country borders.  

                          

!
!
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Purposes: 
!
•Commercial Sex: pornography, stripping, prostitution, 

and other exotic services 
•Hard Labor: construction, agriculture, landscaping, mining, forestry 
•Domestic Service: childcare, home maintenance 
•Hospitality Services: hotels, janitorial services, restaurants, nail salons, etc. 
•Factory Work: textiles, shoes, furniture, etc. 
•Peddling and Begging Networks: roadside vendors, maimed beggars 
•Military Services: present in areas of conflict (e.g. Sudan, Burma, Uganda, 

Nigeria, etc.) 
!
!
!
!
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Signs of Human Trafficking 
and Prevention 

!
Warning Signs: 
!• Signs of physical abuse 
• Lack of food, water, medical care, and sleep 
• Restricted communication 
• Numerous occupants in small residency 
• Always accompanied with another person when in public 
• Outside locks on doors and windows 
• Lack of identification documentation 

Report: 
!- United States Hotline: 1-888-3737-888 
- Cincinnati Hotline: 513-800-1863 
- Immediate Hotline: 911 
!
!
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Ohio Law 
Human Trafficking-Ohio H.B. 262 (JUNE 2012) 

and 
AMENDMENTS (2013) 

www.ohio.gov  

• H.B. 262 or the Safe Harbor Act aims to help juvenile/adult victims of human 
trafficking. This victim centered legislation has a three-prong approach of providing 
protection, prosecution, and prevention. 

• The bill aims to protect minors and adults by providing them with services (instead 
of an arrest warrant) and by expunging all criminal records. 

• Criminal activity under sexual and labor headings - by force, fraud, coercion- are the 
targets. 

• Appropriate services must be developed to assist victims under the Ohio Department 
of Jobs and Family Services and The Department of Mental Health. 

• Proposed toll-free hot lines at the state and national levels (Polaris Project) and 
posters to educate the public.  

 National hotline number: 1.888.3737.888  
 Cincinnati hotline number: 513.800.1863 
• Tightens with specificity, all legal aspects of the criminal activity, prosecution, 

handling of data, and interactions of departments/agencies.  
• Requires Attorney General to publish and track data, train peace officers (Police and 

FBI), and to educate the public.  
!!
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What the Catholic Church 
Says about Human 

Trafficking 
!
Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
The Seventh Commandment forbids acts or enterprises that for any reason lead to the 
enslavement of human beings, to their being bought, sold and exchanged like merchandise, 
in disregard for their personal dignity. It is a sign against the dignity of persons and their 
fundamental rights to reduce them by violence to their productive value or to a source of 
profit. Paragraph no. 2414 

Pope John Paul II: 
The trade in human persons constitutes a shocking offense against human dignity and a grave 
violation of fundamental human rights … Such situations are an affront to fundamental 
values which are shared by all cultures and peoples, values rooted in the very nature of the 
human person. The alarming increase in the trade in human beings is one of the pressing 
political, social, and economic problems associated with the process of globalization; it 
presents a serious threat to the security of individual nations and a question of international 
justice which cannot be deferred. Letter on the Occasion of the “Twenty-First Century 
Slavery - The Human Rights Dimension to Trafficking in Human Beings” Conference, 2002 

Pope Benedict XVI: 
One of the recognizable signs of the times today is undoubtedly, migration … Naturally in 
this “signs of the times” various factors play a part. They include both national and 
international migration, forced and voluntary migrations, legal and illegal migration, subject 
also to the scourge of trafficking in human beings. Migrations: A Sign of the Times, World 
Day for Refugees and Migrants Message, 2006 
!
!
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Vatican Council II: 
… Whatever insults human dignity, such as subhuman living conditions, arbitrary 
imprisonment, deportation slavery, prostitution, the selling of women and children; as well as 
disgraceful working conditions, where men are treated as mere tools for profit rather than as 
free and responsible persons; all these things and others of their like are infamies indeed. 
They poison human society ... Gaudium et Spes, 1965 
!
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: 
Human trafficking will never be truly defeated without eliminating the consumerism that 
feeds it and prosecuting those actors in receiving countries, including our own, that benefit 
because of the exploitation of vulnerable human beings … Human trafficking is a horrific 
crime against the basic dignity and rights of the human person. All efforts must be expended 
to end it. In the end, we must work together - Church, state, and community - to eliminate the 
root causes and markets that permit traffickers to flourish; to make whole the survivors of 
this crime; and to ensure that, one day soon, trafficking in human persons vanishes from the 
face of the earth. On Human Trafficking, 2007 
!
The Catholic Church … in the United States stands ready to work with our government to 
end this scourge. We cannot rest until trafficking in human persons is eliminated - from the 
globe. Statement of Bishop Thomas G. Wenski, Chair of USCCB Committee in Migration, 
2004 

                                                                                                                    Human Trafficking  !15



How I Can Help 
“It is not enough to be compassionate. You must act.” Mother Teresa 

Education of Peers: 
- Participate in a weakly read-around of a book: each student elects to read one chapter and 
report for a group discussion. Suggestions:  ! - Trafficked by Kim Purcell 

 - The Slave Across the Street by Theresa Flores 

 - Various articles 

Activities: 
- Publicize “Anti-Human Trafficking Day” (January 11th) 

- Write a research or study paper and share the information with classmates 

- Hold a vigil, praying for victims of human trafficking, the rescuers, and the traffickers 

- Stop the demand: write a letter of protest to manufacturers regarding child slaves or to 
   US government officials 

- Promote a “Blue Heart” campaign for February 14th  

- Create and sell “blue hearts” to be worn for awareness of human trafficking 

- Provide information about human trafficking 

- Invite students to view a DVD about human trafficking 

- Invite a speaker, particularly a survivor, to address the issue 

- Fundraise and send proceeds to a facility that cares for victims: PATH, Salvation 

  Army, Bakhita House in Boston, Grace House in Dayton, etc. 

- car wash, bake sale  

- sale of construction paper hand cut outs that read: “Lend a hand to 

  human-trafficking victims” which can be taped to windows and walls 

- “out-of-uniform fee” fundraiser 

- Collect items needed by victims: toiletries, socks, duffle bags, towels, wash cloths, 
   and gift cards  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Post-Test 
!
1. Name two places where human trafficking takes place.  
!
2. List four kinds of human trafficking. 
!
3. What kind of human trafficking is most common? 
!
4. What is the estimated number of persons trafficked in the US each year? 
!
5. What is one thing you might observe that could indicate that person is being 

trafficked? 
!
6. Are victims only foreigners? 
!
7. Are victims only women? 
!
8. What is another name for human trafficking? 
!
9. Name three reasons why human trafficking is flourishing. 
!
10. Name two reasons why human trafficking exists. 
!
11. Does legislation exist in the US regarding human trafficking? 
!
12. List something you can do to help stop human trafficking. 
!

                                                                                                                    Human Trafficking  !17



Resources 
“Our fight against human trafficking is one of the greatest human causes of 

our time, and the United States will continue to lead it- 
in partnership with you” Barack Obama 

!
IPJC Power Point: Seattle, ipjc@ipjc.org, 206-223-1138 
!
Handout:  

- Look Beneath the Surface - Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange California 
!
Booklets:  

- Bakhita by Sr. Maria Luisa Dagnino 
- Benedict the African Slave by Patrick Noonan, Paulines Publications, 

!
Books: 

- Disposable People by Kevin Bales (2012) 
- Half the Sky by Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn (2009) 
- Never Give in to Fear: Laughing all the way from Rock Bottom by Marti 
Gibbon (2011) 
- Not for Sale by David Batstone (2010) 
- Renting Lacy: A Story of America’s Prostituted Children by Linda Smith and 

Cindy Coloma (2009) 
- Restavek by Jean Robert Cadet (1998) 
- The Sacred Bath by Theresa Flores (2014) 
- The Slave Across the Street by Theresa Flores (2010) 
- Trafficked by Kim Purcell (2012) 

!
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!
Hotlines: 

- National: 1-888-373-7888 

- Cincinnati: 513-800-1863 
!
Videos/DVDs: 

- Born into Brothels: Calcutta’s Red Light Kids (2005) 
- Dreams Die Hard: Survivors of Slavery In America Tell Their Stories (2005) 
- Freedom and Beyond (2006) 
- Invisible Chains  
- Lives for Sale (2006) 
- Making of a Girl - Youtube 
- Slavery 101  
- Stolen Childhood 
- Stop Slavery - USCCB.org (2014) 
- The Dark Side of Chocolate (2010) 
- The Day My Dog Died (2002) 
- Trafficked: Slavery in America” Series hosted by Natalie Morales MSNBC 
(2011, 2013, 2014) 
- We Were Free: Stories from Modern-Day Slaves (2008) 

!
Movies: 

- Candy Store (2014) - adult feature film 
- Playground (2009) - documentary 
- Taken (2009) - adult feature film 

- Trade (2007) - feature film 
- Very Young Girls (2008) - documentary 

!
!
!
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!
On-Line Documents: 

- Human Trafficking of Children in the US, a Fact Sheet for Schools - US 

Department of Education (2013) 
- List of Goods Produced by Child Labor - US Department of Labor (2009) 
- On Human Trafficking - United States Conference of Catholic   
Bishops (2001) 
- Pastoral Letter on Human Trafficking - Archdiocese of Vancouver, Canada 
(2009)   

!
NGOs: 

- Blue Heart Campaign Against Human Trafficking - an online project of the 

UN Office on Drugs and Crime. Add the blue heart logo to your website or 
social network profile to help raise awareness about human trafficking. 
- EPACT International (End Child Pornography and Trafficking) 
- Free the Slaves - a non-profit working to end slavery worldwide; free 
curriculum and online video previews 
- Not for Sale - united campaign to stop human trafficking; free online 
magazine 
- Stop the Demand Resource Folder - UNANIMA International  
- Stop Trafficking! - anti-human trafficking newsletter 
- Slavery Map - record of instances of trafficking across the globe 
- United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Anti-Trafficking Program- 
resources for education, advocacy and direct services to human trafficking 
survivors 

!!
“We should have a clear realization of the oneness of all humanity.” Dalai 

Lama XIV 
!
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Anti-Slavery International 	

www.antislavery.org 

Works at local, national and international 
levels to eliminate all forms of slavery 
around the world. 

Amnesty International 	

www.amnesty.org 

A global movement of more than 3 million 
supporters, members and activists in more 
than 150 countries and territories who 
campaign to end grave abuses of human 
rights. 

Blue Heart Campaign Against Human 
Trafficking  
www.unodc.org/blueheart/ 

An awareness raising initiative to fight 
human trafficking and its impact on society. 
It seeks to encourage involvement and 
inspire action to help stop this crime. The 
Campaign also allows people to show 
solidarity with the victims of human 
trafficking by wearing the “Blue Heart.” 

Coalition of Catholic Organizations 
Against Human Trafficking 
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/
human- life-and-dignity/human-
trafficking/coalition- of-catholic-
organizations-against-human- 
trafficking.cfm

National and international Catholic agencies 
working to eliminate the scourge of human 
trafficking. The main purposes of the 
Coalition are to: formulate plans for 
combating trafficking and serving its victims, 
promote development of services for 
trafficking victims and approaches to 
empowerment of trafficking victims, dialogue 
with government officials and others 
engaged in public policies affecting this 
issue and devise strategies for public 
education, awareness-raising and grass 
roots action. 

End Slavery Now 	

www.endslaverynow.com 

Empowers every person who is willing to 
help end modern slavery and human 
trafficking with the best possible tools, 
information and opportunities so they can 
make a meaningful contribution. 

Free2work 	

www.free2work.org 

Provides consumers with information on 
how products relate to modern-day slavery. 
Through the site you can learn how your 
favorite brands are working to address 
forced and child labor. 
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Global Slavery Index 	

www.globalslaveryindex.org 

The Index provides a quantitative ranking of 
162 countries around the world according to 
the estimated prevalence of slavery, that is, 
the estimated percentage of enslaved 
people in the national population at a point 
in time. The Index also provides an estimate 
of the size of the modern slavery problem, 
country by country.

Network for Peace through Dialogue 	

www.networkforpeace.com 

Dedicated to connecting grassroots 
communities, both local and global, in order 
to identify and research common issues and 
solutions in the areas of making peace and 
promoting just action. 

Not For Sale, End Human Trafficking 
and Slavery 
www.notforsalecampaign.org 

Working to end human trafficking and 
modern-day slavery around the world. 
Through international work on the ground 
and in mainstream supply chains, they 
proactively target the root causes of slavery 
while engaging and equipping the 
movement for freedom. 

Polaris Project 	

www.polarisproject.org

Committed to ending human trafficking and 
modern-day slavery, and to strengthening 
the anti-trafficking movement through a 
comprehensive approach. 

The Project to End Human Trafficking 	

www.endhumantrafficking.org 

Working toward the elimination of trafficking 
in persons, especially women and children 
trafficked for the purpose of sexual 
exploitation. 

United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops/Anti-Trafficking Program 
www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking- 
program/ 

Works to educate on the scourge of human 
trafficking as an offense against 
fundamental dignity of the human person. 
Advocates for an end to modern day slavery 
and provides training and technical 
assistance on this issue. 

US Department of State/Modern Slavery 	

www.state.gov/j/tip/what/ 

From the Office to Monitor and Combat 
Trafficking in Persons, this webpage defines 
the many types of modern slavery. 

Walk Free 
www.walkfree.org

A global movement of people fighting to end 
one of the world’s greatest evils: modern 
slavery.
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