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The Impact One Person Can Make 
By - Bekky Baker, Program Manager  

Advocacy takes work in many different forms to see success. At this 
moment, the anti-death penalty movement needs people moving 
towards action. IJPC volunteer, Jan Seymour, has 
been relentlessly moving her community to 
support the passing of Ohio House Bill 183 and 
Senate Bill 103 to end the death penalty.  

Jan has always been against the death penalty 
on moral grounds, but started actively working to 
end it once she became more involved with IJPC. As 
Jan asserts, it is important to educate people on 
the death penalty because there are facts about it 
that people just do not know. As part of her Justice 
Ministry group at Hyde Park Community United 
Methodist Church, Jan has participated in a book 
discussion authored by an exoneree, hosted a 
postcard writing campaign, and led an initiative to send holiday cards to 
people on death row. 

Jan’s motivation and fervor is infectious. Not 
only does she encourage people to take 
action, she stops to talk with people to find 
out their why and what drives them. When 
IJPC’s phone rings with Jan’s name on the 
caller ID, it is a good indicator that a great 
story is on the other end of the line, more 
than likely highlighting a conversation that led 
someone to engage more critically with IJPC’s 
issues.  

Building relationships to bridge 
understanding and knowledge of the issues 
that face our communities is what IJPC is all 
about. Having partners in justice, like Jan, 
makes our work possible. The time to repeal 
the death penalty is now and we can do that 
through the work of people like you. Hosting 
postcard and letter writing parties, and 
making our voices heard throughout this year, 
will be key to successfully abolishing Ohio’s 
death penalty for good.  

Jan Seymour, IJPC 
Supporter 

Inform, Connect, & 
Mobilize for Immigrant 
Rights 
By - Samantha Searls, Program Manager  

The Immigrant Dignity Coalition has 
continued to grow and be a space for 
community leaders, nonprofit professionals, 
local advocates, and volunteers to gather 
together and collaborate on issues affecting 
our immigrant and refugee neighbors. Now 
with 35 organizational members and an 
average attendance of 20 people per meeting, 
the coalition is making strides. Each meeting 
features simultaneous interpretation into 
Spanish and has welcomed the voices and 
leadership of over a dozen people from the 
immigrant community. 

Most recently the coalition has repackaged and reframed the work we 
do together in an effort to better explain who we are. The work of the 
Immigrant Dignity Coalition falls under three umbrellas: inform, connect, 
and mobilize.  

The coalition is a space to inform others on issues facing the 
immigrant community. It’s a place to learn about policy proposals and 
changes to immigration programs, and hear updates about new events, 
training, and initiatives from partnering organizations. 

The coalition is a place to connect with one another. Gather a team to 
work on solving a problem the community is experiencing, or plug in to 
existing campaigns and efforts to create change. There are plenty of 
opportunities to lead, volunteer, and donate.  

Lastly, and most importantly, the coalition is a place to mobilize. Move 
your personal networks and organizations into action to amplify calls for 
justice. Show up in moments of public witness and solidarity. Join us to 
cultivate and activate leaders to build community power. 

Meetings currently take place over Zoom on the 4th Wednesday of the 
month from 6:30-8:30 PM. Contact Samantha Searls to RSVP and get 
involved. 



    Upcoming Events 
For more information and to register visit www.IJPCcincinnati.org/events 

This month, the Cincinnati Enquirer podcast The Accused features the story of Elwood Jones, a man 
convicted for murder but presumed innocent. Elwood’s case and his fight for justice highlight the 
many injustices of our criminal justice system. Listen at  www.accusedpodcast.com 
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A Letter from Allison Reynolds-Berry 
The past few weeks in Cincinnati were filled with growing 

interest and hope as the Bengals headed to the Super Bowl. 
Those who have been Bengals fans for decades clung tight to 
their long held dreams. New supporters jumped at the chance 
to show city pride and grab some new gear.  

The Bengals run is not completely unlike IJPC’s run to 
abolish the death penalty. We have supporters who have been 
advocating for abolition for more than 20 years. As hope 
spreads, more and more people are joining in the effort to push 
SB 103 and HB 183 to the end zone. We’re asking our friends and neighbors to root with 
us. We need every person who is dedicated to this hopeful vision to stand with us - 
show their spirit (we have gear too!) and talk about ending the death penalty in the 
grocery store, in your neighborhood, with everyone!  

We’re hopeful 2022 is our year for abolition, and though it may come down to the 
final minutes, we have bipartisan support and a lot of people counting on us. Now is 
the time. Please give to ensure we have the necessary support to abolish the death 
penalty this year.  

Want to show your support for peace and justice outside of education and 
advocacy? Join Team IJPC in the Flying Pig. I’m excited to bring my family out for our 8th 
year participating and am so grateful for each person’s support - no matter their 
athletic ability.  

Be sure to check out our most recent Annual Report online to read more about the 
highlights from our last year. Thank you to each of you who have contributed to our 
accomplishments in 2021, here’s to many more in 2022.  

Feb 24, Mar 3, & Mar 10, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Race and Racism in Cincinnati 3-Part 
Docuseries Screenings 
 
March 9 & 23, 7:00 - 8:00 PM 
#NoDeathPenaltyOH Southern Ohio 
Organizing Meeting  
 
March 14, 9:30 - 10:30 AM 
Human Trafficking Public Education & 
Awareness Committee Meeting  
 

March 23, 6:30 - 8:30 PM 
Immigrant Dignity Coalition Meeting  
 
Mar 30, Apr 13, & Apr 27, 6:30 - 8:30 PM 
Race and Racism in Cincinnati 3-Part 
Docuseries Screenings 

April 6 & 20, 7:00 - 8:00 PM 
#NoDeathPenaltyOH Southern Ohio 
Organizing Meeting  
 
April 11, 9:30 - 10:30 AM 
Human Trafficking Public Education & 
Awareness Committee Meeting  

 
April 15, 12:00 - 2:00 PM 
Way of the Cross for Justice 
 
April 27, 6:30 - 8:30 PM 
Immigrant Dignity Coalition Meeting  
 
May 16, May 23, & June 6, 6:30 - 8:30 PM 
Race and Racism in Cincinnati 3-Part 
Docuseries Screenings 

http://ijpccincinnati.org/events/
https://ijpccincinnati.org/news/2020-2021-annual-report/


 

 

The Reviews Are In: Race and 
Racism in Cincinnati Docuseries 
By - Bekky Baker, Program Manager  

During this Black History Month it feels critical, now more than ever, to 
engage in understanding our nation’s history as it really was. Race and 
Racism in Cincinnati: A 3-Part Docuseries, a product of our Rethinking 
Racism team, does just that. It grants us perspective we do not always 
get unless we seek it out. 

To date, 316 people have participated in the docuseries film 
screenings. For some, it has been a moment of connecting events in the 
past with what we are experiencing today and gaining new context for a 
history we might have never heard: 

“I really enjoyed the series. I must say there were some things that 
were touched on in the first part that I had no idea occurred, but I’m not 
surprised. Part 3 for me really hit home. I seen the riots in 1967 and 1968, 
we lived in Avondale at the time, imagine as a 6 year old you see 
buildings burning, the police in riot gear, the U.S. military patrolling the 
streets with army tanks on the streets, and not understanding why. As 
I've gotten older and wiser now I understand, not saying I agree but I 
understand.” -Norman Reed 

For others, it connected intentional systemic 
racism to their sense of place, allowing for a 
more open and emotional understanding of 
the issue:  

“This three part docuseries was an artful 
blend of speakers, videos, a companion guide 
for each session, and a chance to interact with 
a diverse body of local residents also 
interested in learning about the movement for 
racial justice right where we live. By having 
specific references to places here in 
Cincinnati, it brought home that racism is not 
only a problem elsewhere, but embedded in 
my surroundings. This helped move my 
understanding from an intellectual level to an 
emotional one.” -Carol Fencl  

If anything, the docuseries will leave you 
with new perspectives. New dates have just 
been added, so join us at an upcoming 
screening this spring. Visit our website or 
email Bekky Baker for details.  

Root Causes of Human 
Trafficking  

By - Samantha Searls, Program Manager 

If you ask someone why they think human 
trafficking exists and what they think should 
be done about it, you’ll likely receive a wide 
variety of answers. Many speak of the need for 
more social services and a stronger safety net. 
Some talk about the need to investigate and 
prosecute traffickers and their networks. 
Others focus on shutting down the businesses 
and venues that facilitate acts of trafficking. 

While all of these ideas may contribute to 
lessen the impact of human trafficking, none 
can solely claim to address the systems of 
injustice that allow trafficking to happen in 
the first place. 

Unlike the other issues IJPC works on, like 
immigration and the death penalty, there isn’t 
one law to pass or one solution to ending 
human trafficking. There is, however, one 
universal truth when it comes to trafficking: 
traffickers prey on vulnerable people. 

People are made vulnerable to trafficking 
for many reasons. Perhaps someone lost their 

job during the pandemic and couldn’t pay the rent. Victims of trafficking 
who experience unemployment or homelessness are often promised a 
job and a place to stay. Perhaps someone yearns to come to the United 
States and make a living to support their family back in their home 
country. Traffickers knowingly manipulate the immigration system and 
labor laws to trap vulnerable people seeking a better life.  

If we are to end human trafficking once and for all, we need to 
examine the root causes of what makes people vulnerable. Racism, 
sexism, xenophobia, ableism, classism, homophobia, transphobia - all of 
it makes people vulnerable.  

Solutions to trafficking must 
focus on human rights. We 
must focus on economic, 
social, and cultural rights. 
Civil and political rights. 
Workers rights. If we are 
serious about ending human 
trafficking once and for all, 
our movement must align 
itself with other movements 
for justice. We must ask ourselves, how could criminal justice reform 
prevent human trafficking? How could environmental justice prevent 
trafficking? How could movements for harm reduction prevent 
trafficking? Quality sex education? Living wage campaigns? 

It is all connected. Until the day we all focus on why people are made 
to be vulnerable, we’ll only be treating the symptoms instead of the root 
causes. 

Monthly meeting of the Human Trafficking 
Public Education & Awareness Committee  
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