Issues

Summer 2022

Strategic Nonviolence
for Peace Advocacy
By - Bekky Baker, Program Manager

As much as movements in social justice take
time and energy, they also take
thoughtfulness and strategy. While there are
various tactics and tools used to create
change, IJPC approaches all of our work from a
framework of peace and nonviolence. We view
these words not just as goals and aspirations,
but as an active way of working towards
justice. We are excited to share what this
looks like in practice through our Strategic
Nonviolence for Peace Advocacy Certificate
launching this fall. This five session certificate
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program explores the philosophy, theory and practicalities of
nonviolence.
The series begins at the root of these strategies exploring the work of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Mahatma Gandhi. We will be challenged to
complicate our notions of what constitutes violence and peace. Too
often, when we think of peace we think of negative peace, or the
absence of physical violence. Dr. King said, “Peace is not merely the
absence of tension, but the presence of justice.” Just as violence
encompasses more than just physical acts of aggression and includes
systems of injustice as well as the dehumanization of other people, true
peace involves actively working toward justice. The creation of true
peace and harmony comes from facing conflict, deepening our
relationships, and building just systems.
We will then look at how the core principles of strategic nonviolence
have molded into the present day, their effectiveness for creating lasting

Continued on page 2

Global Approaches to Human
Trafficking Awareness
By - Samantha Searls, Program Manager

One of the challenges in anti-human trafficking education is getting
the general public to realize that trafficking is an issue that affects us on
the local level here in the United States. It is easy to dismiss the issue
and think that it only happens in far off countries, so most of the work
IJPC does is focused on domestic human trafficking.
When our spring intern, Hope, asked me for a project to meet her
International Human Rights certificate guidelines for the University of
Cincinnati, I was conflicted. She needed a project that had an
international perspective, but we had done so much work turning the
focus stateside that I worried about sending us backwards.
Together, Hope and I finally came to the hypothesis that perhaps
international groups are struggling with the same things we are. Do
international organizations use trauma-informed language? Respectful
imagery? Effective messaging?
The result was an educational tool comparing and contrasting
different approaches from three United Nations Organizations: United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).

In July, labor trafficking survivor-leader Harold
D'Souza (standing, right side) organized a tour
of Ohio and its efforts to end human
trafficking for Indian Prince Manvedra Singh
Gohil, an advocate in the LGBTQ+ community
(seated, second from right). IJPC organized a
meet & greet with the prince for advocates in
Cincinnati and it was powerful to hear his
personal story of coming out as a member of
a royal family and how he's been able to
change hearts to protect vulnerable people
from exploitation.
Be sure to take the time and read through
Hope’s work on our website. I’m grateful to
have been challenged by this request to see
that all of our work is connected, whether
global or local.
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A Letter from Allison Reynolds-Berry

Founding Sponsors:

Fall is a busy and beautiful time of year. My favorite part of
the fall at IJPC is having the opportunity to see so many of you
at the Annual Gathering. I hope you will consider joining us this
year because our intention is to inspire each one of us to
consider how the compassion and empathy we show our
neighbors is amplified as we work for systemic change.
In the last few months, we have been grateful for the
opportunity to see many of you in person. Thanks to those of
you who came to the Day of Hope on Fountain Square in our
death penalty abolition efforts, and those that came in person for the hybrid Immigrant
Dignity Coalition meeting. Your collaboration and presence makes IJPC stronger. Our
team has been working diligently to think strategically about IJPC’s work over the next
three years. We look forward to sharing the details of the strategic plan in the coming
months and know your collaboration will remain a key part of our future work for
systemic change.
Have you been wondering how you can help make an impact in IJPC’s work for
peace and justice? We have an incredibly dedicated team of Board Leaders (listed on
the right) who help set the strategic vision for the organization and support the big
picture so the staff can focus on the details. If you have a unique skill to offer, we’d be
grateful for your consideration in board leadership. Secondly, August was “National
Make a Will Month” and a good reminder for all of us who have yet to make, or need to
update, our wills. If you have included IJPC in your planned giving, thank you! Please be
in touch with me (allison@IJPCcincinnati.org) if you would like to make a lasting impact
for IJPC in either of these ways.
I am deeply grateful to each of you who support IJPC financially through
contributions to our annual direct-mail campaign, fondly known as the “phonathon”.
For many of you, receiving this annual letter may be a reminder to give to IJPC. However,
starting in 2023, we will be sending our mailing and making our calls in the spring to
better help supporters like you plan your annual charitable giving at the beginning of
the year. So even though we won’t call in the next few weeks, we are still thinking of you
and hope to catch up with you at our Annual Gathering or one of our other many
upcoming events. Our work is not possible without you. Thank you.
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change, the diversity of tactics available, and analytical tools for planning direct
action. The series finishes with exploring how to be nonviolent within our everyday
relationships and to our own selves.
Throughout our lives, there are many ways we are taught about violence. The news
shows us that individuals and countries resolve conflict with weapons. We witness
violence in our homes, schools, and communities, in books, shows, and movies, but we
are rarely taught the skills of peacemaking. How can we create the peace we seek if we
don’t have the knowledge or skills to do so? This program offers an alternative
through peace education and individuals are invited to join for one session or all five.
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Upcoming Events

For more information and to register visit www.IJPCcincinnati.org/events

Human Trafficking Public Education and Awareness
Monday, Sept 12, 9:30 - 10:30 AM

Ohio Innocence Tour
Monday, Oct 10, Time TBA

Strategic Nonviolence for Peace Advocacy, Session 1
Wednesday, Sept 14, 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Human Trafficking Public Education and Awareness
Monday, Oct 17, 9:30 - 10:30 AM

In The Executioner’s Shadow
Monday, Sept 19, 7:00 - 9:00 PM

Strategic Nonviolence for Peace Advocacy, Session 3
Wednesday, Oct 19, 6:00 - 8:30 PM

NoDeathPenaltyOH Southern Ohio Organizing Meeting
Wednesday, Sept 21, 7:00 - 8:00 PM

NoDeathPenaltyOH Southern Ohio Organizing Meeting
Wednesday, Oct 19, 7:00 - 8:00 PM

Strategic Nonviolence for Peace Advocacy, Session 2
Wednesday, Sept 28, 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Immigrant Dignity Coalition
Wednesday, Oct 26, 6:30 - 8:00 PM

Immigrant Dignity Coalition
Wednesday, Sept 28, 6:30 - 8:00 PM

Strategic Nonviolence for Peace Advocacy, Session 4
Wednesday, Nov 2, 6:00 - 8:30 PM

Peace Potluck with Third Way Peace Fellowship
Thursday, Sept 29, 6:00 - 8:00 PM

NoDeathPenaltyOH Southern Ohio Organizing Meeting
Wednesday, Nov 2, 7:00 - 8:00 PM

Race and Racism in Cincinnati: A 3-Part Docuseries
Monday Sept 19, Oct 3, & Oct 17, 2:00 - 4:00 PM

Human Trafficking Public Education and Awareness
Monday, Nov 14, 9:30 - 10:30 AM

NoDeathPenaltyOH Southern Ohio Organizing Meeting
Wednesday, Oct 5, 7:00 - 8:00 PM

Strategic Nonviolence for Peace Advocacy, Session 5
Wednesday, Nov 16, 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Radical Compassion: From Individual Mercy to Systemic
Change
Thursday, Oct 6, 6:00 Reception, 7:00 Program

Immigrant Dignity Coalition
Wednesday, Nov 16, 6:30 - 8:00 PM

Virtual via Zoom

Virtual via Zoom

Wise Temple

Virtual via Zoom

Virtual via Zoom

Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church & Virtual via Zoom

Third Way Peace Fellowship

Virtual via Zoom

Virtual via Zoom

20th Century Theater

University of Cincinnati College of Law

Virtual via Zoom

Virtual via Zoom

Virtual via Zoom

Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church & Virtual via Zoom

Virtual via Zoom

Virtual via Zoom

Virtual via Zoom

Virtual via Zoom

Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church & Virtual via Zoom
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Day of Hope
By - Bekky Baker, Program Manager

July 18th marks four years since Ohio has
executed someone. To commemorate that
moment, IJPC, in conjunction with the
NoDeathPenaltyOH Coalition, gathered
supporters to raise awareness about the antideath penalty movement. Called Day of Hope,
we hope this anniversary will forever mean
there will not be another execution in Ohio.
Long time IJPC supporters and newer Southern
Ohio Team organizers met at Fountain Square
and handed out flyers to passers by and took
photos for social media.
After months of meeting on Zoom, many of
our volunteers were able to meet in person for
the first time and greeted each other with
hugs and big smiles. Through this effort, we
met someone who grew up with someone
currently on death row and many people who

did not know that Ohio has the death penalty. In addition to our flyers,
we created a photo booth to showcase the reasons why people hope we
end the death penalty. Among others, an entire group of Sisters of
Charity came down to be photographed. You can see the reasons why
they and others are working for abolition on the IJPC Instagram page
(@IJPCcincinnati).
There is power in
doing something
together to uplift a
perpetual harm in our
society. Anti-death
penalty work truly calls
us to live into radical
compassion and to
Thank you to all who joined us at Fountain
Square and across Ohio for the 2022 Day of
empathize with a harm
and violence most of us Hope.
will never come into
contact with or even be able to fully grasp. Death row is an especially
bleak place and losing a loved one to murder causes unspeakable pain.
Day of Hope is symbolic in many ways, but it encourages us to continue
to strive for and imagine a world without the death penalty.

Immigration is Still an Issue
By - Samantha Searls, Program Manager

When President Biden was first elected alongside a Democratic
majority in the House and Senate, immigration advocates let out a sigh
of relief. Not only were there opportunities to undo the harm caused by
the last presidential administration, but a chance to make things better.
In many ways, there has been progress. But in many more ways, there
hasn’t.
A chaotic asylum system and the poor treatment of families at the
border has led to children immigrating alone, as unaccompanied minors.
Now in Cincinnati, they need legal help accessing Special Immigrant
Juvenile Status (SIJS) and applying for a green card afterward. Cincinnati
has also felt the impacts of chaotic refugee evacuations from
Afghanistan and Ukraine, who are now here in need of assistance. On
top of all that, undocumented families who have lived here for decades
still struggle with transportation to appointments and the grocery store
because Ohio won’t allow them to apply for driver’s licenses.
IJPC has created a new immigration volunteer guide in response to the
need we see. Through the Immigrant Dignity Coalition, member
organizations have been sharing their frustrations with the systems they
have to operate in. Our community needs volunteers to not only help
meet the demand for services, but to grow in understanding of our
shared struggles.
Getting involved in the immigrant community means you're not just
becoming a volunteer - you're becoming a part of a movement. When we

work with, not for, immigrant families, we send
a political message that we are powerful
together.
The guide offers six ways to get involved:
1. Meeting Daily Needs
2. Bridging Language Barriers
3. Addressing Legal Issues
4. Planning Gatherings

5. Supporting Organizations
6. Advocating for Change
IJPC wishes to thank our summer intern from
Xavier University, Mahnoor Zahra, for putting
this resource together. Be sure to explore and
share the volunteer guide with your friends
and family: https://bit.ly/IJPC-IMM-Guide.
The movement needs you because growing
in relationship with one another is how we
win.
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Thank you to our Annual Gathering Sponsors:

We hope you will join us this year on Thursday, October 6th for our
Annual Gathering, Radical Compassion: From Individual Mercy to
Systemic Change in a fabulous new location, the 20th Century Theater in
Oakley. Our complimentary valet parking will allow you to spend more
time with both new and familiar faces during the reception while you
enjoy delicious appetizers and a cash bar.

Peace Advocates:
Christ Church Cathedral
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati
Sisters of the Precious Blood
Peace Builders:
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
Nina & Howard Tolley
Xavier University

We look forward to hearing from Dr. Marcus Mescher, PhD during his
keynote focusing on the theme of radical compassion. We’re also thrill
to be joined by panelists Maryam Abidi, Harold D’Souza, and Sr. Alice
Gerdeman, CDP, who will respond to the keynote with their own insights
and experiences. Their local perspectives on IJPC’s issues and the
broader work of social justice, keeping both the individual and the need
for systemic change in mind will definitely be an evening not to be
missed.

Peace Supporters:
IBEW Local Union 212
Keating Muething & Klekamp PLL

Be sure to keep an eye out for the online auction which will go live a
week before the event. We will also be honoring two local peace
builders and a group of young justice seekers with awards - stay tuned
to hear more about this year’s honorees. Get your tickets today at
www.IJPCcincinnati.org/radical-compassion.

Peace Seekers:
American Civil Liberties Union of Ohio Foundation
Franciscan Friars Province of St. John the Baptist
Dyah & David Miller
Allison & Patrick Reynolds-Berry
Sisters of St. Francis, Oldenburg
Ursulines of Brown County

Peace Promoters:
Bellarmine Chapel
Alphonse Gerhardstein & Miriam Gingold
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
Ursulines of Cincinnati

Contact us: info@IJPCcincinnati.org | IJPCcincinnati.org | 513.579.8547
6

