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Peace & Fellowship
By - Naiomi Gonzalez, IJPC S. Louise Akers Fellow

Justice work, particularly work that centers
around nonviolence, can be isolating,
especially living in a society where violence is
the norm. That is why events like the Peace
Potluck, held in conjunction with Third Way
Peace Fellowship and Kids 4 Peace, are
important. Hosted as part of Campaign
Nonviolence week, the Peace Potluck provided
an opportunity to have fellowship with others
who are as passionate about creating a more
just and peaceful world. Plus, the food was
delicious.
During the potluck I had the opportunity to
have an in depth conversation with Lettie, the
community organizer at Third Way Peace
Fellowship about the work that they engage
in. Third Way Peace Fellowship is a fairly new
nonprofit in the Northside neighborhood that
practices nonviolence as central to their
mission. They believe nonviolence is at the
heart of Christianity and that Jesus actively
advocated for liberation. While their faith is a
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key part of the organization’s identity, Third Way Peace Fellowship
welcomes and works with people of all faiths, or no faith background. I
also learned more about the organization Kids 4 Peace, which works with
children from elementary school to high school, facilitating events and
programs to help children learn more about peace and practice it in
their daily lives.
In addition to learning more about local organizations committed to
nonviolence, I appreciated the
opportunity to learn from the lived
experiences of my dinner companions,
some of whom had extensive experience
in nonviolent activism and others who
were just beginning and wanting to learn
more. It was fascinating to hear about
the different ways they were seeking to
live out nonviolence in their everyday
lives. Some talked about the
interconnection they saw between nonviolence and their commitment to
being vegetarian or vegan, while others talked about their experiences
at nonviolent protests or how they managed conflict within activist
spaces. I talked about my love for doing research on nonviolence and
IJPC’s Strategic Nonviolence for Peace Advocacy Program.
The peace potluck was a wonderful opportunity to eat good food and
talk with others who are committed to creating a more peaceful world.
We hope to see you at the next one.

Take Action Now! Write a letter to your legislator this week as part of Anti-Death Penalty Mobilization Week.
You can find your legislators here: https://bit.ly/3Wr6REh

Ohio Innocence Tour
By - Bekky Baker, Program Manager

Over fifty people shuffled into the University of Cincinnati Law Building
on Monday, October 10th to hear Kwame Ajamu, Derrick Jamison, and Ray
Krone speak. Each one of these men spent over a decade on death row
for crimes they did not commit and at one point, Jamison came within 90
minutes of execution. For many, it is hard to fathom how a system
purportedly built on the foundation of justice could condemn three men
to die for something they did not do.
This event was part of the Ohio Innocence Tour, a statewide initiative
that brought death row exonerees to five different cities to share their
stories through the work of the NoDeathPenaltyOH Coalition, Witness to

Innocence, and the Ohio Innocence Project.
Other stops on the tour included Cleveland,
Columbus, Lima, and Toledo.
All three exonerees shared heart wrenching
stories about the process of being convicted,
the difficulties of proving their innocence, and
the emotional toll it takes to sit on death row.
Krone shared the intricacies of the criminal
justice system, trying to understand all of the
different legal language, and the first time he
walked into his cell on death row.

Continued on next page

A Letter from Allison Reynolds-Berry
Thank you to each of you who joined us for our Annual
Gathering in October, Radical Compassion: From Individual
Mercy to Systemic Change. I was inspired by our speakers and
award recipients, grateful to meet new supporters, and left with
renewed commitment to be more radical in the compassion
with which I approach individuals and issues.
IJPC is engaging in a three year strategic plan and we will
provide updates as the work progresses. The key strategic focus
areas include 1. Defining our Work, 2. Building Brand Awareness,
3. Strengthening Partnerships and Outreach, and 4. Attracting New Revenue. The next
newsletter will dig deeper into the first and second strategic focus areas as we work to
live more fully into our mission.
In the weeks post-election, we continue to push hard to see Ohio HB 183 voted out
of the House Criminal Justice Committee to show support for death penalty repeal. This
would be historic legislative movement and all of us at IJPC and the whole
NoDeathPenaltyOH Coalition appreciate each and every one of you who has written a
postcard, called your legislator, and especially to those of you who have done so
multiple times.
Thanks too to all those who traveled to the Ohio Statehouse advocating to expunge
the criminal records of victims of human trafficking. We are working not only to educate
about the systems that oppress the most vulnerable but also making sure the decision
makers know our faces and know their constituents want change.
As 2022 comes to an end, I want to thank each of you who has generously given a
gift to support IJPC’s work. I know you care about justice and peace in our community.
We want Greater Cincinnati, our region, and our world to be a place that shows
compassion for the most vulnerable among us, and does so radically by advocating for
all oppressed peoples with recognition that our freedom is connected to one another.
Please consider a gift to make justice and peace a priority through the work of IJPC.
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Jamison expressed how hard it was
to make friends with people on death
row and then watch them die. Ajamu
finished the program by expressing
his reasons for fighting to end Ohio’s
death penalty, so that what
happened to him does not happen to
anyone else.
Many of the participants were
moved by these stories and stayed
after the program to write lengthy
postcards to their lawmakers.
Through big efforts like these events,
we are able to draw more people into

working to end Ohio’s death penalty and
make the connection between our
humanity and those on death row. As we
sit here in November, we’ve never been
this close to ending Ohio’s death penalty,
but there is still more race to run and
we’re not out of breath yet.
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What’s Going On With DACA?
By - Samantha Searls, Program Manager

DACA faces a challenging court battle that will likely end the program
for good. Not long after the Obama Administration created DACA in 2012,
a group of southern states, led by Texas, filed a lawsuit aimed at ending
the program. Up until last summer, the case had been put on hold while
the Trump Administration tried to end DACA in their own way. When the
Supreme Court ruled Trump’s attempt as a failure in June 2020, the
original 2012 lawsuit began moving again.

Upcoming Events
For more information and to register visit
www.IJPCcincinnati.org/events
Relationship Building Training
Tuesday, Nov 29, 6:30 - 8:30 PM

IJPC Office

Immigrant Dignity Coalition Meeting
Wednesday, Dec 21, 6:30 - 8:30 PM

A lot has happened and it has led to confusion and anxiety among our
friends and neighbors with DACA and their allies. We’ve put together a
Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) list to help explain:

Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church

Does DACA still exist?

Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church

 Yes. DACA permits are still valid and people who have DACA can
continue to renew. Unfortunately, no new applications will be
processed.
I heard the Biden Administration rewrote the DACA program. Has
anything changed?
 No. There is a new DACA regulation but nothing has changed.
 One of the arguments in the 2012 case is that the Obama
Administration didn’t go through the proper process to create DACA
in the first place. To address this issue, the Biden Administration “re
-issued” DACA and went through the steps of public rulemaking to
address the judge’s concern.
Have there been any final rulings in the 2012 Texas case?
 No, the case is still moving through the system.
 In July 2021, Texas Federal Judge Hanen ruled that he believes the
DACA program is unlawful. Advocates appealed, and in October 2022
the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals issued a ruling that they agree
with Judge Hanen.
 The Fifth Circuit also said Judge Hanen needs to reconsider the
case, now that the Biden Administration reissued the DACA
program.
 Judge Hanen hasn’t made his second ruling yet, but it’s likely he’ll
say that the new DACA regulation is unlawful.
Will DACA end?
 We think so. Unless Congress acts fast, anti-immigrant judges will
end DACA.
 After Judge Hanen makes his second ruling, it will likely be
appealed back to the Fifth Circuit and eventually to the Supreme
Court where they will end the program for good.
Is there anything that can be done?
 YES! Congress has the power to protect DACA by including a path to
citizenship for DACA recipients in the end of the year omnibus
budget bill.
No matter what happens, we’ll be here together.

Immigrant Dignity Coalition Meeting
Wednesday, Jan 25, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
Strategic Nonviolence for Peace Advocacy
Session 1: Philosophy of Peace*
Tuesday, Feb 7, 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Virtual - Zoom

Race and Racism in Cincinnati: A 3-Part
Docuseries - Winter 2023 Session
Wednesday Feb 8, 15, & 22, 2:00 - 4:00 PM

Virtual - Zoom

Strategic Nonviolence for Peace Advocacy
Session 2: People Power*
Tuesday, Feb 21, 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Virtual - Zoom

Immigrant Dignity Coalition Meeting
Wednesday, Feb 22, 6:30 - 8:30 PM

Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church

Strategic Nonviolence for Peace Advocacy
Session 3: Peace in Practice*
Tuesday, March 7, 6:00 - 8:30 PM

Virtual - Zoom

Strategic Nonviolence for Peace Advocacy
Session 4: Interpersonal Communication*
Tuesday, March 21, 6:00 - 8:30 PM

Virtual - Zoom

Strategic Nonviolence for Peace Advocacy
Session 5: Sustaining Ourselves*
Tuesday, April 4, 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Virtual - Zoom

Race and Racism in Cincinnati: A 3-Part
Docuseries - Spring 2023 Session
Wednesday April 5, 12, & 19 5:30 - 7:30 PM

Virtual - Zoom

*You can choose to sign up for sessions
individually. However, in order to receive
Peace Certificate, you must complete all five
sessions.
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Help us to reduce our paper consumption.
Contact: info@IJPCcincinnati.org to join our e-mail list to receive this newsletter online instead.

Radical Compassion
Thank you so much to everyone who
joined us for our 2022 Annual Gathering,
Radical Compassion: From Individual Mercy
to Systemic Change. It was an honor to be
together in community with you. Thank you
for opening your hearts and minds with us.
We are so grateful to our speakers, Dr.
Marcus Mescher, Maryam Abidi, Harold
D'Souza, and Sr. Alice Gerdeman, for sharing
their experiences, insights and wisdom with
us. We were also honored to be joined by our
peace and justice award recipients, Mona
Jenkins, Louise Lawarre, and Hands Across
Campus.
As we continue to reflect on the wisdom
shared, we hope that you will join in
solidarity with IJPC in the future. As Marcus
said, "We are what we repeatedly do
together." Check out our upcoming events
listed on the previous page or visit our
website for ways to get involved.
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